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I E Beauteous Chloe, thou wilt deign to find 
In theſe looſe Hints my inmoſt turn of Mind; 
If ſifted from the Droſs, the Ore you'll view, 


Tow'll know my Judgment centers all in you, 
When the good Husband riſes in each Line, 


Vainly I fanſy lovely Chloe mine; 
Think what Indulgence to her Merit's due, 
_ Then pay the imagin'd Tribute all to you. 
When the uſurping Tyan ſtands confeſi d, 
With Rage I ſee my Chloe thus oppreſs'd; 
Of all the Sex the Champion I prepare, 
| Scarce knowing in myſelf I only arm for her 
EY H£. 42 85 Bat 
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But Jou; triumphant Maid, deride my Toll; 
With Judgment. every threaming Miſchief foil; F 
Mature in Prudence, form d a Lady Grace,” 


With Townly*s htl Wi it, and beauteous 
| ng Fall. er. 


Wou'd partial Fate Jour Love on me teh. 1 
Practice ſnou d joyn what's Speculation now; 
Pattern of Wives my Chloe ſtand confiſ#'d, 
Of happy. Husbands I be term'd the beſt, 
At leaſt my Will ſhould « at that Title aim, | 
Well Naur that G haratter ſboud bound kane. 


REFLECTIONS. 


O N THE : 


Principal Characters, S. 


IE 1 Lines are only 
intended to rouſe up a more 
critical Pen promiſcuouſly to 
point out the Beauties and Im- 

| ions of a late Entertainment, which 
has ſo long amus'd the Town upon a more 
reaſonable turn than their Diverſions have 
for ſome time taken; it will eafily be under- 
ſtood by this, that I mean the PO VOR 
HvsBanD. And cho that Comedy has been 
ſo long the Topick of all polite Converſa- 
tion, that there is ſcarce any thing new to 
be ſaid upon it, yet the ſumming up, and 
digeſting all the Arguments for a againſt 
it, both in the original Scetch, and as ir is 
form'd into an entire Play by Mr. Cibber, 


+ 4 poſſibly not be unuſeful, at leaſt to 
'Y thoſe 


( 6) | 
thoſe pals (a there are ſome ſuch prodi- 
gies even in this underſtanding Age) who 
think the Buſineſs of Converſation is only 
to pals off ſo much Time, and that the 
growing wiſer, or better, was not ſo much 
intended from reaſonable Arguments, as the 
growing more inſenſibly older; for which 
Reaſon many very intelligent People never 
once reflect upon what has paſt in the moſt 
improving Company when once they have 
left it, and tis therefore that Books are fo 
neceſſary to put them often in mind how 
they ought to think and act: For Books are 
but the Effigies of real Sentiments, which 
we peruſe as we do the Pictures of thoſe 
wee love, to keep us in a more conſtant Con- 
templation of the valuable: Originals. As 
Action is joyn'd to juſt Reflections in Plays, 
I take them to be more improving than 
any other Kind of Writing, and vice verſa 
the moſt deſtructive when the Moral is ill 
drawn, or put upon a fallacious Foundati- 
on; tis therefore very well worth while 
ſtrictly to conſider every Performance of 
that Nature which comes out, and that nor 
the mechanical Part only, to which moſt 
of our Criticks confine themſelves, but 

throughly 


3 


throughly to examine the Uſefulneſs of the 7 
Moral, the Juſtneſs of the Sentiment, the 
Politeneſs of the Style, Sc. which in my 
humble Opinion would be much more to 
the Purpoſe than what I before call'd the 
mechanical Part, ſuch as the Unity of Time 
and Place, and all thoſe preciſe Rules, to 
which a Poet (by the Help of a good Me- 
mory) may perfectly attain, without one 
Grain of Judgment in himſelf, or Improve- 
ment to his Hearers. I would not be un- 
derſtood by this to explode Correctneſs in 
any Undertaking; far from it: Symmetry is 

a Beauty that ought never to be neglected, 

but at an Entertainment I ſhould be rather ö 
apt to enquire whether the Meat was good, ö 
and well dreſs d, than whether the Diſhes 
were plac'd in the exacteſt Order, and if I Ti 
found it ſo, could forgive the roaſt taking . 


place of the boil'd, tho for my Eye-ſight's 1 
ſake ſhould wiſh the Cook had been a little | 
1 
b 


5 more circumſpect in the OEconomy of his 1 
Table. I have often thought it a great Pi- 1 
ty that there is not ſome judicious Perſon 1 
appointed to weigh and examine every Per- N | 
formance that paſſes the Obſervation of the 1 
Tn and point out to them what de- 

| ſerves 


— — 


TS 

ſerves their Applauſe, what their Diſcouns 
' renance, what is worthy. their Imitation, 
what their Contempt; for there are many 
Genius s, and that not among che vulgar 
| only, who are ve capable of taking, nay 
and improvi oo 
could never give one. And indeed this im- 
proving F aculty 1 is fd. very peculiar to the 
Engliſh in general, chat they have ve- 
ry often brought to Nebfection the Beget- 
' tings of other Nations, which under their 
own Parents would have, prov'd abortive, 
| This i is no where more ſtrongly ſhewn than, 
in the Play in Queſtion; Mr. Cibber has no 
doubt wrought it into a very good Come- 
dy, but tis plain by his printing Sir John 
Vanbrugbs part of it, char he is not aſha- 
med to acknowledge that twas upon that 
Gentleman's Shoulders he mounted to ſo 
great a Height of Applauſe: I can't but be- 
lieve too that he has Generoſity enough 
whenever Occaſion ſhall ſerve, to avow his 
Obligation to the Author of a late Play 
called the Maſquerade, for many Hints 
that have help'd to compleat his Perfor- 
mance; it muſt be allow'd he has done Ju- 
ſtice to them bow any, impartial, . 

6 WIII 


(9) | 
will be oblig'd to own that he has hit the 
Senſe of SF John Vanbrugh, or his ownt 
would not piece ſo well with it; and had he 
not judg'd advantageouſly of Mr. John ſons 
he would not have fo cloſely follow) d it. 

Tis true the Town, when that Gentleman 
wrote, was not in ſo good a Humour to re- 
ceive a Thing of that turn as it is at preſent, 
which is plain from the different Reception 
ir met, that Author having (I think) but 
one or two Benefits at moſt: This, I fay, I 
attribute to the different turn of Humour 
the Town was then in, for T would nor wil- 
lingly believe a Britiſh Audience capable 
of following a Name only; or that a Fa- 
vourite Poet, or a conſummate Actor 
ſhould be ſufficient to draw Multitudes of 
them together, and for a lengrh of Time, 
without the Repreſentation were in itſelf 
worthy their Approbation; and therefore I 
will take it for granted, that whether Sir 
John Vanbrugh, Mr. John fon, Mr. Cib- 
ber, or Tom Thumbs Name appear d at the 
Head of any Theatrical Piece, it would (if 

in itſelf meritorious) meet with equal Suc- 
cefs; but as we all experience, that we are 
not at all times in a Humour to reliſh the 


C 
ſame thing, be it ever ſo excellent, ſo tis 

with the Publick : Befides, as there are epi- 
demical Vices as well as Diſeaſes in all Na- 
tions, and that particular ones rage with 
more Vehemence in ſome Seaſons than 
others, whatever is moſt a propos towards 
expoſing the reigning one, will undoubted- 
ly be the beſt receiv d. I don't care to be- 

2 the Ladies are now fallen into a more 
egular way of Living than when Mr. John- 
7 wrote, and that therefore the laſhing 
thoſe miſchevious Excurſions are by the diſ- 
regarded Huſbands better receiv'd; and yet 
I can't poftibly aſſign any other Reaſon ex- 
cept that Partiality, which (as I before ſaid) 
is unworthy of an Engliſh Audience, and 
what an Engliſhman would rather diſbe- 

lieve his Senſes than credit. The Plot of 
the Maſquerade is form'd upon the ſame 
Plan as that of the Provok'd Flusband, 
| namely the Reformation of an abandon'd 
Wife, that is abandon'd to every Vice, ex- 
cept that only which Nature might bring 
ſome Plea for. It is plain Mr. Cibber ap- 

proved! Mr. John ſon's finiſhed Scheme better 
than Sir John's deſign'd one, ſince he has 
ſeft che latter to follow the former; the one 


SH | Method 


(ur) 
Method would have anſwer'd to our Judg- 
ments, the' other ſooths our good Nature; 
which ought to have been gratified is part 
of our preſent Enquiry. There is no 
doubt of it but Marriage (how witty ſoe- 
ver the Wags may be upon it in all Seaſons, 
and even the Men of Senſe in their looſer 
Moments) is an Inſtitution the moſt ſerious 
in itfelf, and of the greateſt Conſequence to 
a Commonwealth of any in it. If we im- 
partially examine our Hearts we ſhall find 
thatWomen, of ſome Degree or other, have 
an Influence over all our Actions, even 
thoſe that ſeem moſt diſtant from their 
' Natures: And indeed this is. ſo known and 
confeſs'd a Truth, that tis needleſs to expa- 
tiate upon it; but what we are faulty in is, 
the not reflecting that their Influence goes 
much farther than us and themſelves. How 
fad an Effect the Vice of Gaming in a La- 
dy has upon the Peace, Honour, and For- 
tune of a Huſband, and how deſtructive 
ſuch a dangerous Amuſement is to a whole 
Family; is the Buſineſs of the abovenam'd 
Authors to ſet forth; and which of them 
has done it moſt effectually is the Town's 
Buſineſs to examine. To begin then with 


ER the 


(12) 
che Provo d Husband; the Play opens 
with a Satyr upon the Hero, proceeding 
from his own Mouth, in the following Inter- 
rogatory, hy did 1 marry? Then he goes 
on to another without giving the leaſt An- 
ſwer to that, Was it not evident, my plain 


rational Scheme of Life was impractica, 
ble with a Woman of ſo different a way 


of thinking, &c. I call this a Satyr, fince, 
to uſe our , i Gentleman's own Word, it 


Was evident he was flinging himſelf into a 


way of Life that, he could not be happy 
in; whether he was not guilty of an Inju- 


| ſtice both to himſelf and the Lady in enga- 


ging with her, when he foreſaw their Re- 


verſe of Tempers would make them both 


miſerable, Il leave every impartial Think- 
er to examine: And I own this palpable 
Error in his paſt Conduct, acknowledged 
from his own Mouth in the Introduction 
of the Play, prepar'd me, and (I believe) 
2 great many more of the Audience, to 


obſerve the Lady's Behaviour with leſs Ab- 
Horrence, and his Misfortune with leſs Pity 


chan we ſhould otherwiſe have done. When 
a thinking Man or Woman engages in fo 
important an Affair as Matrimony, che firſt 

ching | 


( 23 ) 

ching to be conſider d in it ſhould — 
be a Similitude of Tempers; without this 
Cement they will be perpetually falling ſe- 
veral ways; and tho' Condeſcenſions from 
either the one ſide or other may ſometimes 
reunite them, yet in the main their ſeveral 
attractive Paſſions will draw them back 
again. Had Lord Tawnly married a Woman 
whoſe Behaviour promiſed a Lady Grace, 
and then found her degenerate into theFol- 
lies and Vices which he ſo emphatically la- 
ments, which it muſt be allowed has been 
the Caſe of ſome Men, his Merits and her 
Faults would have appeared in a much 
ſtronger Light: Indeed he in two or three 

Places condemns himſelf upon that Head, 
but yet in the laſt Act he inveighs againſt 
the Legiſlature for not providing a Separa- 
tion in the Caſe of ſuch different Humous; 
and indeed our Laws may be charged with 
Deficiency in that Point, but yet ſurely 
where it can be made appear that People 
voluntarily fling themſelves into an Evil, 
they have very little Title to the Relief of 
the Law in any Point. The Number of 
bad Wives and bad Huſbands (if the Ladies 
| will i forgive my ſaying. ſo) are J think in 
England 


| (14) FE 
England pretty equal; but this I muſt add, 
that the Huſbands have moſt generally 
themſelves to thank for their Share of the 
Unhappineſs, while that of the Wives is of- 
ten unavoidably impoſed upon em. A Man 
has Liberty to rove at large, he may con- 
verſe with and conſider almoſt the whole 
Sex, and more particularly the polite Free- 

dom of this Age indulges him in an Op- 
portunity of inſpecting into a Woman's Hu- 
mour and Diſpoſition throughly before he 
declares himſelf a Lover; but a Woman 
is not upon the ſame Terms, tis not one in 
a Million that has a Power of diſpoſing of 
herſelf; and where ſhe has, ſhe can only 
make a Choice out of thoſe few that ad- 
dreſs her; and indeed moſt Womens Judg- 
ments are for that Reaſon vaſtly confined ; 
for Marriage is now ſoexploded a thing, that 
few, if any, Men enter premeditately into 
it. When a young Man of any Senſe or Spi- 
rit enters into Life, the firſt Reſolution he 
makes 1s againſt Matrimony; he ſcorns to 
be the Slave of aWoman, he may ſquander 
his Eſtate, deſtroy his Conſtitution, plot 
and contrive, rack his Brains as ſeverely, 
and ſpend as much Time as would * 


i 


615 
him to be a firſt Miniſter, and all in the 
Cauſe of Woman: But provided he don't 
marry, he ſtill eſteems himſelf free, tho' 
there is not an Action of his Life but is in- 
fluenced by ſome one or other of the Sex: 
This being the Caſe, it is no Wonder our 
Men of Faſhion, when they do enter into 
that State, are ſo wretched in it, for they 
are ſeldom guided to a Choice but through 
Caprice or Intereſt: Nay, how many Men 
in this Age, and that of Judgment too in o- 
ther Points, have been drawn in, out of an 
Abhorrence to a married State with a Wo- 
man of Virtue and Condition, to fall wito 
that way of Life with a common Profti- 
tute? This Truth many a Family ſeverely 
feels, and it isa melancholy Reflection, thar, 
even in our moſt ſolemn Proceſſions, there 
have Women walked as Peereſſes, who 
have in their Lives walked Fleerſtreet' in 
another Capacity. But as Men who injure 
- themſelves, their Families, and even the 
Honour of the Nobility in general, in ſuch - 
a groſs Manner, are but few, and not re- 
| Preſented in the Subject before us, I ſhall 
pals, them over (as the World would, were 
it 2 to itſelf) with the ſlighteſt Notice, 
and 


416) , 


and proceed in the Conſideration of Lord 


' Townlys Character; and under his, his 


Lady's; and the reſt that allude th them, 


will be included; then I ſhall lightly com- 


pare thoſe Characters with them of the 
ſame Nature in Mr. 'Fohnfon's Maſque- 
rade, and ſubmit it to the Judgment of the 
World, whoſe Scheme is moſt conſonant 


to Reaſon, good Manners, and that Re- 


formation which the ſeveral Repreſenta- 


tions are defigned r "-04; che La- 


— 


mn Mr. Cilber's Piece, as I lde dh 
wy Lord Townly in the firſt Scene, at 
once gives up his Judgment in the Choice 
of a Wife, by acknowledging ſhe was not 
in any Degree the Sort of Woman that ſuit- 
ed him; ſo that what we have to remark, 
is his Conduct towards her, and the Me- 
thod he takes to give her the Turn of 
Mind he deſires ſhe ſhould have. If the 
Buſineſs of the Drama (as undoubtedly it 
is) be ro expoſe Folly, and puniſh it ac- 
cording to its Degree; this certainly is the 
Maſterpiece of Mr. Cibbers Performance. 
Sir John leaves us in the dark —_ 


— 


Y C4997. 

that part, but after ſuch a Confeſſion as 
Mr. Cibben puts intò the Heroe's Month, 
we can neither wonder at his Fate, nor, ba- 
ting the Action of Mr. Wilbe, have any Pi- 
ty for his Misfortune, but muſt allow his 
Uſage to be no more than is anſwerable to 
the Strictneſs of Poetical Juſtice. Mr. John- 
on introduces his Heroe, Mr. Ombre, with a 
Soliloquy much to the ſame Purpoſe; only 
he prepares us for ſomething more of Com- 
paſſion towards him, by owning that his 
Judgment (tho it appears throughout a ve- 
ry good one) did at the time of his ingaging 
with his Wife miſlead him; and that it did 
not appear evident to him, that his Scheme 
of Life was impracticable. Thus we ſee: 
them both entered, but with this Diffe- 
rence, the one with a Hope of Happineſs, 
the other with none; the Characters are both 
in Life, therefore both good in their way. 
Now to go on to their ſeveral ways of Ma- 
nagement, towards extricating themſelves out 
of the Perplexities they are involved in. Af- 
ter Lord Townly has married, and linked 
himſelf for Life to this gay, giddy, un- 
| by 5 OR dis does he do towards 

. in £10117 7 making 


( 18 ) 

making a Reform? Why, ſhe indeed in 
the laſt Act confeſſes, that he indulged her 
in her Follies, and ſo plunged her the deep- 
er into them, that is, in the Heighr of her 
Penitence, the Poet makes her own her- 
ſelf che moſt diſingenuous Woman, as well 
as him a Man of the moſt Lenity alive; but 
I can't fay the latter appears throughout the 
Drama; on the contrary they never meet 
but he is remonſtrating to her in the ſeve- 
reſt Manner: And indeed, the Rule of Life 
he lays down in every Page is much more 
conſonant to a grave ſtayed Woman, that is 
paſt the Gayeties and Follies of Life, than 
a young giddy Creature fluſhed with Youth 
and Proſperity, that is juſt entering into it. 
And ſhe herſelf, before ſhe comes to her 
State of Penitence, contradicts what ſhe 
then offers in Regard to his Lenny, where 
ſhe fays, If my wiſe Lord could but hold 
his Tongue for a Week, tit odd bur I 
ſhould hate the Town in a Fortnigbt; but 
1 will not be driven out of it, that's po- 
ſitrve. And indeed this Humour appears 
to be with my Lord as great a Crime as her 
Gaming, which he alſo levels with her ſit- 
ting up an Hour or two later than he chu- 

| es. 
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r 
If I may be allowed to find a Fault 
in * 9 Town has fo unanimouſly ap- 
proved, I mult fay this is a very great one; 
Hor levelling little Faults, and which are 
only made ſo by a particular Humour, with 
the greateſt Crimes (as I take Gaming tobe) 
that a Woman can be guilty of, will be by 
far more apt in her Opinion te fink the 
Crime into the Indifference of the Trifle, 
Crime. In Zagland, where Women are 
poſſeſs d of ſome Reaſon, and where Cuſtom 


allows them the Privilege of uſing it to the 


utmoſt, they inſiſt in the general upon ha- 
ving that applied to, and when that is not 
convinced, Force is.of little Uſe. As to Du- 
ty and Obedience, which my Lord Townly 
dwells ſo much upon, it is to me very ab- 
ſurd, that che Men of Pleaſure, who take 
fo much Pains to laugh the Women in ge- 
neral out of any the leaſt Notion of it, 
ſhanld the moſt ſtrenuouſſy contend for it 
in a Wife of their on; but yet that is ge- 
nerally the Caſe, vainly imagining that 
while they are endeavouring to corrupt the 


Principles of the Women, in order to fit 
chern for their looſer Pleaſures, the Infecti- 


8 on 
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( 20 ) 
on ſhould. eſcape their own Families, as if 
the reſt of Mankind would not retalliate, 
and in return attack their Wives, Siſters, 


and Daughters in the ſame Manner. If 
Remonſtrances of Duty and Obedience 


were proper Inſtruments of Reformation, 
I might (I believe) venture to affirm, there 
would not be a bad Wife in England; for 
as tame as we Engliſhmen are in Action, we 
are with regard to our Wives true Bullies, 
over valiant in Words; and many a Man 
who is intirely governed by his Wife in e- 


very particular Part of his Conduct, ſhall 
yet talk to her in ſuch a Manner before 


Company, as would make any Stranger be- 


lieve he were as Abſolute as the great Turk. 
J think my Lord Townly ſpeaks pretty 


roundly to his; and Mr. Cibber tells us in 
his Preface, that Sir John deſigned his Ac- 


tions ſhould have anſwered that Behaviour: 


And indeed, when once a Man comes to 


threaten a Woman with turning her out of 
Doors, I think his Judgment cd oblige 
him to be as good as his Word, for nothing 


but a Fault of a deeper Dye than Forgive- 
neſs can waſh out, can excuſe a Man for 
ling into ſuch a Warmth of Temper; 


thereives 


— 


(21) 
therefore I can't but think Sir John's Scheme 
ought to have by far the Preference: And 


Mr. Cibber ſeems himſelf to be of that 


Opinion, by his excuſing in his Preface his 


varying from it, where he ſays, He thought 


thoſe Meaſures ( how juſt ſoever they 
might be in real Life) were too ſevere 
For Comedy, and would want the pro- 


per Surpriſe, which is due to the End 


of a Play; therefore with much ado, 


and 'twas as much as I could do with 


Probability, I preſerved the Ladys Cha- 
flity, that the Senſe of her Errors might 


make a 1 non impractica- 


ble, Sc. Mr. C:bber's own Words, 


| 9 iſſion, I cannot but think he 


judged a little wrong in this particular; for 
as to his firſt Objection, that ſuch harſh 


Meaſures would be too ſevere for Come- 


dy, Oc. As i was, he carried the ſevere 
part ſo far, as with the Help of the Action 
to draw Tears from the Eyes of moſt of 
his Audience, which ſurely can never be 
the natural Buſineſs of Comedy; therefore 
ſince he had broke in upon Rules ſo far, 
he might (I ſhould think) have ſafely ven- 
3 and if he had not 

| made 
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made it regular, compenſated for that Fault 
by making of it juſt; beſides I don't know, 
but the Surpriſe of ſeeing a Woman treated 


as ſhe deſerved, might have been full as 
great, at leaſt to the thinking part of the 
Audience, as ſeeing a Quarrel made up 

upon the Stage, which is on the ſame Oc- 


_ cafion hourly practiſed in real Life. Again, 
I can't but wonder at the Difficulty Mr. C:b-. 


ber found in preſerving the Lady's Chaſtity, 


which he in the vehementeſt Manner ayers, 


was as much as ever he could compaſs, 
when Mr. John ſon, in his Maſquerade, had 
ſo many Years ago chalked out the Method 
to him. Tis true, his Lady was reclaimed 
in a very different Manner, but yet the 
Provocations ſhe gave her Huſband. were 
equal, and therefore he lay under as great 

a Difficulty to bring a Reconciliation about; 
but in how handſome, how moving, how 
reaſonable a way he did it, I leave 1 
impartial Reader of his Play to judge. He 
makes his fine Gentleman preſerve the ut- 
moſt good Manners towards his Wife 
throughout every Scene, and is ſo far from 
attempting to ſtarve her into a Reformati- 


on, that tis by the utmoſt Generoſity he ef- 


\ fects 


(23) 

fects it. It is true he talks of parting with 
her, but then ſhe begins with him firſt; 
and beſide, it very plainly appears all the 


time, that he only makes uſe of that Inſinu- 


ation, as a Help to fix her the more firm 
ly to him, and not as the Effects of a real 
Paſſion. Nor can we call his unbounded 
Love to fuch a worthleſs Woman ſo much 
in Queſtion, when we come to find ſhe 
had ſome Seeds of Virtue in her, which, 
however dead to Reproach, ſprung up and 
ui by Acts of Goodneſs and Gene- 
rofity: She thought herſelf undone, irre- 
trievably fo, and that determined her to ac- 
cept of his Offer, and go into the Countrey, 
but with what Regret appears in every Look 
and Word, till by his artful Management 
he convinced her it was not Caprice, it was 
not Humour, it was not a ſordid Love of 
Money, that influenced him to deſire it, bur 
a'tender Regard to their mutual Happi 
and Honour. On the contrary, Lady Tous 
dy is intirely threatened into her Alteratio 
of Behaviour. Mr. Ombre indeed juſt 
tions how far a Huſband's Power may ex- 
tend, but adds, that he had ne er a Thought 
a of 


| ; 


upon the ſame Occaſion, that he won't give 


EY... 
of putting it in practice: Lord Townly plays 
the Maſter in its utmoſt Meaning ; had ſhe 
compleated the fine Lady, and brought a 
Lover to his Bed, as well as kept him out 
of it, he could not poſſibly have treated 
her in a ſeverer Manner; and even in chat 
Caſe, the Law would have obliged him to 
have ſupported her according to the Fortune 
he had with her, whereas he now denies 
her more than the bare Support of Life: 


Nor can any thing, but the Paſſion he is 


ſuppoſed to be in, excuſe the Inconſiſtency 
in his Words, where one Moment he tells 
her, that. in regard to her Father, he will 
coptinue to keep her as his Daughter; and 
in almoſt the ſame Breath does as good as 
ſay, ſhe muſt pin up her Petticoat and trudge, 
for that the Coach, which attends to carry 


her away, ſhe muſt uſe no more. How con- 


ſiſtent that is with the Education of a No- 
bleman's Daughter every body may judge; 
and I dare fay, all the Moral the Ladies, 
that is the fine Ladies, will draw from it is, 
the Neceſſity of a ſeparate Proviſion. On 
the other-hand, Mr. Ombre tells his Lady 


her 


EF as 
her br himſelf the Pain of making Con- 
ditions ; but that his Lawyer ſhall ſettle 


that Matter with her Truſtees: The Buſi- 


neſs of the Heart is all that he thinks 
worthy a Diſpute in his own Perſon; and 
indeed throughout treats her in that human, 
that polite Manner, which renders the Eng- 
_ liſh Ladies the Envy as well as Admiration 
of all other Nations; I fay Admiration, for 
Liberty is the Parent of Perfection, the 
Source of Knowledge: And as it is not in the 
Symmetry of the outward Form only that 
our Women excel, ſo I can't but believe 
their Exaltedneſs of Mind is in a great 
Meaſure owihg to that Freedom of Man- 
ners they ſo peculiarly enjoy beyond every 
other Nation, that of France only excep- 
ted. When I commend. this Beauty of 
Temper towards the Sex, I do not mean, 
that a Man, to ſtand poſſeſſed of it, ſhould 
take whatever Uſage a Woman pleaſes to 
— impoſe; ſo far from it, that I think that Man 

as great a Coward, who ſubmits to have his 
Happineſs and his Eſtate ſquandered by 
the Hands of a raſh ineonſiderate Woman, 
for Fear of a Separation, as he chat ſuffers 


( 26) 

his Honour and Fortune to lie at the Mercy 
of a bluſtering Bully, becauſe he dare not 
reſent the Authority he aſſumes, But ſince 
we Engliſhmen do, and that moſt juſtly; 
value ourſelves upon not abuſing that Pow 
er we have gained over our Equals in the 
Creation by mere bodily Strength, we ſhould 
in each Individual endeavour to ſupport 
that Merit we profeſs ; and whenever any 
Repreſentation upon the Stage tends to ei- 
ther the Suppreſſion of our Morals, our 
good Nature, or our good Manners towards 


them, in Vindication of all thoſe boaſted 


Qualities we are obliged to enter our Pro- 
reſt. The latter of thoſe Perfections (as I 
take it) centers chiefly in Words, an intem- 
perate Action comes more juſtly under the 
Denomination of an Indecency, but it is 
chiefly the Management of our Words that 
renders us well bred or otherwiſe. A Man 
may behave with very ill Manners towards 
his own Wife, and yet be what the World 
in general calls a Polite Man, and a perfect 
good Huſband ; and I believe the Want'of 
good Manners on both Sides makes many - 
Couples unhappy, who are not themſelves 
ſenſible 


S 


(27 
fſenſible of the Source of their Uneafinef. 
Tis I think the more peculiar Buſineſs of 


the Stage to explode thoſe Faults, and re- 


commend thoſe Perfections which are ne- 


ceſſary to the well-being of Mankind, and 
yet the Advancement or Redreſs of which 
comes not under the Juriſdiftionof anyLaw. 


Sir John Vanbrugh has followed that Me- 


thod, the ſurly, the neglectful, the drunken 
Huſband he has ſeverely laſhed; and in this 
his laſt Piece, no doubt of it, deſigned giy- 
ing the Ladies as little Quarter for thoſe Vi- 
ces, which Cuſtom has a good-deal autho- 
rized, and which brings a Succeſſion of 
Wretchedneſſes upon many of our nobleſt 
Families, "Tis not alone the Inheritance 
of a Man's Birthright, and that of his 
Heart, as Mr. Ombre emphatically calls it, 
that a Lady ſquanders, when ſhe gives into 
that faſhionable Diverſion of deep Gaming; 
that Stock of Health and Spirits, which 
ought to devolve upon ſucceeding Gene- 
rations, and which a Woman has the chief 
Management of, ſhe entirely exhauſts; nay 
even the fine Underſtandings and ſound 
y udgments that have rendered many a no- 
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(28) 
ble Family, and for many Generations, more 
conſpicuous than their Titles or the He- 
rald's Office, have been quite cut off by the 
Introduction into it of a female Gameſter. 
This Aſſertion will appear no great Abſur- 
dity, if we conſider how great an Effect 


the Temper, the Diet, and every thing that 


relates to the Mother, has upon the Infant 
while ſhe goes with it; and I very much 
queſtion, whether bodily Diſeaſes are more 
deſtructive to it than Diſtempers of the 


Mind: AFright received by the Parent ſhall 


often deſtroy the Infant, and a fudden 


Tranſport of Joy ſhall ſometimes have as 


ill an Effect; and I dare venture to affirm, 
that every Oath a Lady Towwnly ſwallows, 
ſhall give the Child an Emotion not much 
to its Advantage. As to the Judgment, I 
may poſſibly carry it too far, in thinking 
the preſent Ideas of the Mother ſhall in a 
great Meaſure affect the future ones of the 


Child; but I muſt own,” to me they ap- 


pear to have a very great Influence; and 
tat the famed Lycurgus was of my Side 
the Queſtion plainly appears from the Cau- 


n he always 8 to be taken in his 


Si . 


3 


0 
Commonwealth, that che breeding Women 
ſhould be kept in an Equality of Temper, 
which, I am ſure, no Gameſtreſs in the 
World can be; for put the beſt, and ſuppoſe 
them ſucceſsful ones, the very Tranſports 
that they receive from the ſudden Compli- 
ments of Fortune muſt keep their Bloods 
in a continual Ferment, very unequal to 
that Glow of Spirits, that lively Warmth 
that plays about the Heart, when raiſed 
by any laudable Diverſion, ſuch as the Con- 
verſation of a few choſen Friends, the Re- 
preſentation of a well wrought Scene, or 
the maſterly Strokes of a finiſhed Hand in 
any kind of Muſick, and fo, Sc. And I 
cannot but ſay, I think both Mr. C:bber's 

Lord Townly, and Mr. John ſons Mr. Om- 


| bye, might have urged this Evil to their 


Ladies, as a more cogent one for the quit- 
ting their way of Life, or elſe their quitting 
them, than the keeping them awake an 
Hour or two later than they chuſe. It is 
the moſt difficult Taſk in the World to find 
fault with a good Grace, let chere be ever 
o much Juſtice on one's Side, eſpetially 
| When one's own Humour is concerned, for 
! Y #5 4 R | fear 


( 39 ) 

fear that ſhould appear to be our Dictator, 
which is too partial a one ever to gain 
Credit; and when a Man tells his Wife, he 
will not have her ſit up all Night at Play, 
and adds no better Reaſon againſt it, than 

becauſe he loves to go to Bed early, ſhe 
will be very apt to think his Humour more 
chan his judgment concerned in the Re- 
queſt,” and that granted, her own will be 
very apt to riſe in Oppoſition to it. Mr. Om- 
bre does not dwell near ſo much upon the 
Article of Hours as Lord 7ownly, and 
throughout ſeems to make Reaſon, with- 
out the leaſt Mixture of Humour, direct 
his Behaviour: And ſince the Town is ſo 
much inclined at. this Juncture to receive 
2 Piece of that turn, it is Pity Mr. John ſon 
ſhould not have his Quota of Applauſe com- 
pleated in his own Name, which I think he 
ſcarce had when his Play was acted: For tho 
every Commendation beſtowed on Mr, Cib- 


ber on this Occaſion, is a fide-long Compli- 
ment to him, as having intirely laid the 
Plan upon which bowed: and which Ican- 
not but believe he would have acknow- 
ledged, had the Obligation, at the Time he 
vos with» 


17 


(31 ) 
wrote his Preface, occurred to his Memo- 
ry; yet ſome particular Remembrance of 
his Performance would be no little Encou- 
ragement to a generous Mind, to do his ut- 


moſt towards entertaining the Town anew, - 
or at leaſt laying a freſh Foundation for fome 


more favoured Writer to build upon: And I 
. cannot but think we owe him ſo much at 
leaſt, as to. call for the Revival of his Co- 

. medy, and give it the fair Play of ſtanding 
a Compariſon, which ſurely could be no 
Injury to either. But leſt that ſhould not 
be granted, I cannot finiſh theſe imperfect 
Reflections, without doing Mr. C:tber the 
Juſtice of ſaying, that in his Comedy the 
lower Humour, as he terms it, is moſt in- 
comparably well done, tho' (as it is no new 
thing for People to be i ignorant where their 
greateſt Perfection lies) he 1 in his Preface 
ſeems to make an for it; and in 
one Thing all the World muſt allow he 
has far — ti Competitor, which is 
in his Complimente to Mrs. Oldfield; but 
as the one is only condeſcending to an Ac- 
Eknowledgment, 5 other writing a Pane- 
gyrick, the EPR may the better be ac- 
counted 
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"counted for. I have but one Thing more 
to add, which is, that 1 am neither perſo- 
os nally acquainted with Mr. Cibber, nor do I 
know the other Author ſo much as by 
Sight; therefore what Juſtice I would do 
them both, has at leaſt the Recommenda- 

tion of Impartiality; if any more- capable 
Pen takes the hint, the Intent of mine is 

intirely anſwered. ' E F >; 
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